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1. Why was Ottoman expansion crucial to its survival, and which battles between the Turks and Europeans announced the end of Muslim imperial dominance?
The main goal of the Ottoman leaders was to expand the Empire. The expansion was vital to its survival because by conquering other kingdoms, they become the most potent Empire, and the position came with a lot of advantages. The Empire became the center of exchanges between the Eastern and the Western world's, thus experiencing many economic benefits. Also, their military prowess increased, thus maintaining a strong society. Overall the expansion of the kingdom gave it prosperity and power as well as social and economic prowess. However, the Ottoman Turks were later defeated in the great battle of Vienna by the Europeans, which announced the end of Muslim imperial dominance.
2. How did European traders entering the Ottoman economy disturb the delicate stability of the Ottoman system of checks and balances?
The European traders entering into the Ottoman economy disturbed the delicate stability of the Ottoman check and balances in many ways, making them experience a lot of economic difficulties. First, the Dutch and the British closed down the old international trade routes through the Middle East, making the prosperity of the Eastern provinces decline considerably. The increasing imbalance in trade between the East and the West and the influx of precious metals into Europe from the Americas further caused significant inflation, causing a massive disruption into the Ottoman economy. As a result, the treasury lost a lot of revenue, and efforts to restore it by resorting to confiscations, increasing taxes, and degrading the currency only made matters worse. Also, the dire economic situation made workers underpaid, therefore encouraging exploitation, taxation, and stealing. In addition, the capitulation agreement between the Ottoman and the Europeans enabled them to bring their cheap manufactured goods into the Emperor without restrictions, thus causing unfavorable competition, which eventually led to the removal of the Muslim and Jewish traders out of commerce and industry.
3. Describe the Grand Seraglio in the Sultan’s palace and elaborate on its role in the decline of the Ottoman Empire.
The Grand Seraglio, also known as the Topkapi Palace, was the government center of the Ottoman Empire. It was also the residence of the Sultan, his children, wives as well as concubines. This institution played a very significant social and political function within the Ottoman court. It held substantial political authority in Ottoman undertakings. At the time of the decline of the Ottoman Empire, this institution played a significant role since the Ottoman Empire's enemies attacked and destroyed the place during the battle. Since the place acted as the government and social center of the Ottoman Empire, its destruction negatively impacted it as it became harder to carry out administrative and social duties. As a result, the Ottomans were brought down by their enemies, leading to their decline.
4. How did increased European hegemony in the Middle East contribute to the corruption and nepotism of Muslim rulers and officials?
Due to increased European hegemony in the Middle East, corruption and nepotism took a toll on all administration levels. The Sultan could no longer take control of the devsirme by causing conflict between it and the Turkish dignities; thus, it gained control over the Sultan and used the government for personal benefits than the benefits of the EmpireEmpire. With the challenge of the notable gone, the devsirme class broke up into different parties. Each party supported the candidacy of a particular royal prince. As a result, consent and appointments came as a result of political intrigues of the harem political parties rather than by ability as it used to be at the time of Suleyman. Those in power ensured that the prince was uneducated to control them since, without knowledge, the prince could not exercise absolute power over the EmpireEmpire. As a result, there was a rising paralysis of administration throughout the EmpireEmpire, increasing mismanagement, chaos, and the societal structure into progressively antagonistic communities.
Discussion 2
Question 1
 Shias believed in hereditary succession from Prophet Mohamed rather than merit fronted by Sunnis. According to Shias, absolute and hereditary religious authority belongs to one man called “imam” who was a descendant of Prophet Mohamed. The possibility of an imam having more than one son was a recipe for disagreement of who the next imam was to be. In Persia, Ismail insisted that Ali was the Prophet’s legitimate successor and that all Imams descended from him. 
Question 2
The Safavid became political to counter their greatest rival, the Ottoman Empire. This helped them restore Persia as a major center for political power. Their political ambitions were ignited when leadership of the brotherhood became hereditary in the third Sheikh. The Safavids also established one of the strongest centers of Shi’ism within the Islamic world. The Safavids’ ideologies were developed to counter those of Ottoman. The Persians wanted to adopt the Shia Islamic doctrine because they had love for of the progeny if the prophet. The Persians had many family members of the prophet in Iran, the wanted to follow the Shia doctrine which believed in direct lineage from prophet Mohamed for authority. Also, they adopted the Shia as a direct opposition to the Ottoman Empire which was Sunni. 
Question 3
Ismail was a great figure for the Shia Muslims. First, he made Shi’ism the state religion of Persia. His political influence also helped him separate the Safavids from the dominant and strong Sunni neighbors (Ottoman Empire). He also cursed the first three Caliphs of Islam and declared Ali to be the Prophet’s sole legitimate successor. Imams came from Ali as the legitimate religious authority. Furthermore, Ismail sent preachers into the neighboring Ottoman Empire to preach Shiism. 
Question 6
One of the prominent Shah’s of India was Shah Jahan’s son. He had numerous achievements. He did not like arts, music, poetry or painting. Instead, he had great passion in religion. He went into war with his father, took power from him and imprisoned him. He succeeded in restoring orthodox Islam by reinstating the Jizya and expelling Hindus from leadership positions. Another Shah of the Mogul Empire was Akbar’s Sulahkul whose achievements included opening all government positions equally as Muslims and abolishing heavy taxes of pilgrims visiting Hindu shrines. He also eliminated the Jizya and replaced it with land tax. He also ordered the protection of shrines and other holy places. 


